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McLEOD COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MEETING MINUTES 
McLEOD COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 

MARTIN McLEOD BOARDROOM 
520 CHANDLER AVENUE NORTH, GLENCOE, MN 

MARCH 16, 2021 
 
1 CALL TO ORDER  
 
The regular meeting of the McLeod County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chair 
Krueger at the McLeod County Government Center.  Commissioners Schmalz, Nagel, Wright and Luthens were 
also present.  County Attorney Michael Junge, Administrator Sheila Murphy and Administrative Assistant Liz 
Danielson were also present. 
 
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
At the request of the Board Chair, all present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
At the request of the Board Chair, all present observed a moment of silence to honor McLeod County coworker, 
Whitney Nelson; Whitney passed from a tragic automobile accident on March 02, 2021. 
 
2 CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEMS 
 
County Administrator, Sheila Murphy, requested to add Chris Sonju, Superintendent of the Glencoe Silver Lake 
School District, who wished to address the Board to share his thanks for support from the County Board. 
 
Nagel moved, Wright seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda as revised. 
 
Chris Sonju, Superintendent of the Glencoe Silver Lake School District, addressed the Board to thank them for the 
support of County Staff (Public Works and SWCD) on a recent parking lot project, Health and Human Services 
support during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, CARES Act CRF grant funding allocated to his school district by 
the Board, as well as the Boards ongoing support of the McLeod For Tomorrow program. 
 
3 CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. March 02, 2021 County Board Meeting Minutes. 
B. February 26, 2021 Auditor’s Warrants. 
C. March 05, 2021 Auditor’s Warrants. 
D. March 08, 2021 Auditor’s Warrants. 
E. Approve Conditional Use Permit 21-01 request by Dustin Karstens to establish agricultural structures 

(Grain bin site) on property owned by Dirk Karstens, when the entire proposed construction is greater 
than 660.00 feet from the owner’s existing site or farmstead and to be located within 7.08 AC of Gov’t 
Lot-1 of Section 24 in Acoma Township.  The Board of Acoma Township unanimously recommended 
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approval at their February 11, 2021 meeting.  The Planning Advisory Committee unanimously 
recommended approval at their February 24, 2021 meeting. 

F. Approve closure of the Mounted Posse Special Revenue account (25-227) and move the $1,302.50 of fund 
balance to the McLeod County Sheriff’s Posse Special Revenue account (25-225).  McLeod County no 
longer uses Mounted Posse. 

G. Approve 1-lot Preliminary/Final Plat with an outlot by Bonnie Halvorson, to be known as “JUNCEWSKI 
ADDITION” on property owned by Leonard and Linda Juncewski for the purpose of resale, located in the 
SE ¼ SE ¼ of Section 15 in Winsted Township.  The Winsted Township Board recommended approval 
February 11, 2021.  The Planning Advisory Committee unanimously recommended approval at their 
February 24, 2021 meeting. 

H. Approve Conditional Use Permit 21-04 by Brent Reiner (Riverview Aggregates) for gravel mining, 
processing and stockpiling of material for a five-year time period with the following conditions: (a) The 
applicant shall submit a bond or letter of credit to McLeod County Environmental Services by April 01, 
2021 in the amount of $25,000.00; (b) The Hours of Operation are Monday – Friday 6:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.  
Saturdays shall be permitted as needed with a 24-hour notice to McLeod County Environmental Services 
from 7:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.; (c) Speed limits set at 15 miles per hour on the haul route to CR 14; (d) Truck 
Hauling signs shall be posted when hauling; (e) Applicant shall meet all state NPDES requirements and 
apply for a Department of Natural Resources dewatering permit, if needed; (f) Applicant shall follow all 
mining standards contained in Section 16 of the McLeod County Zoning Ordinance if not further restricted 
by this permit; (g) Stockpiling of material shall not be stored in the floodplain; (f) Applicant shall restore 
pit area to a 4:1 back slope for non-farming; (h) The drive ways and haul route shall be maintained for 
common traffic; (i) There shall be no recycling of concrete or bituminous; (j) McLeod County 
Environmental Services shall inspect all restoration work completed and approve with letter 
acknowledging completion to release bond or letter of credit back to applicant.  This pit was originally 
permitted in 2016 and located in a 24.62-acre area of That Part of the Southwest Quarter of Section 4 in 
Lynn Township.  It will be reclaimed to a 4:1 side slope for non-farming purposes.  The Lynn Township 
Board recommended approval on February 09, 2021.  The Planning Advisory Committee recommended 
approval on February 24, 2021, with the above conditions. 

I. Approve Conditional Use Permit 21-05 by Jay Rickert (Rickert Excavating) for gravel mining for processing, 
screening and stockpiling of material outside of the floodplain area for a five-year permit in the “A” 
Agriculture District on property owned by Dennis Gores and to be located in a 5.5-acre area of the NE ¼ 
of 40 AC of the W ½ NE ¼ South of Crow River of Section 23, Rich Valley Township, with the following 
conditions: (a) The applicant shall submit a bond or letter of credit to McLeod County Environmental 
Services by April 01, 2021 in the amount of $6,000.00; (b) The Hours of Operation are Monday-Friday 6:30 
a.m.-7:00 p.m.  Saturdays shall be permitted as needed with a 24-hour notice to McLeod County 
Environmental Services from 7:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.; (c) Truck hauling signs shall be posted when hauling; 
(d) Applicant shall meet all state NPDES requirements and apply for a DNR dewatering permit if needed; 
(e) Applicant shall follow all mining standards contained in Section 16 of the McLeod County Zoning 
Ordinance if not further restricted by this permit; (f) Stockpiling of material shall not be stored in the 
floodplain; (g) Applicant shall restore pit area to a 4:1 back slope for non-farming; (h) A wetland review 
shall be conducted by the McLeod County SWCD office prior to excavation beginning to mark wetland 
boundaries and ensure no permits are needed per the Wetland Conservation Act; (i) There shall be no 
recycling of concrete or bituminous; (j) McLeod County Environmental Services shall inspect all restoration 
work completed and approve with letter acknowledging completion to release bond or letter of credit 
back to applicant.  The Rich Valley Township Board recommended approval at their February 10, 2021 
meeting.  The Planning Advisory Committee recommended approval on February 24, 2021 with the above 
conditions. 
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J. Approve renewal of Annual Maintenance Services for Check Point firewall appliances through Fireverse 
(Saint Paul, Minnesota) for a cost of $31,204.35 with funds from the Information Technology budget (01-
065).  This maintenance provides access to support and the latest updates and security protections 
available.  A second quote was requested from SHI, but no response was received. 

 
Wright moved, Luthens seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the consent agenda. 
 
4 COVID-19 
 

A. COVID-19 Update: 
a) Health and Human Services – Berit Spors, Director  

 
Health and Human Services Director, Berit Spors, provided a COVID-19 update for the Board.  As of March 15, 
2021, the County had a cumulative 3,495 positive COVID-19 cases reported, an increase of 102 cases since the 
March 02, 2021 Board Meeting update.  Ms. Spors noted that while this increase is still relatively low, it has been 
steadily increasing lately.  There are currently 52 active cases and the County has seen 53 COVID-19-related 
deaths since the start of the pandemic.  Ms. Spors encouraged residents to utilize the County’s COVID-19 
dashboard, linked on the County Website, for additional details on cases and demographics. 
 
Local Public Health (LPH) continues to focus on their ongoing vaccination efforts.  LPH has conducted a total of 
21 closed-pod clinics, meaning by invitation only.  The County continues to exceed the State’s goal of having 90 
percent of vaccine doses “in arms” within 72 hours of receipt, with a rate of 99 percent. 
 

b) Administration – Sheila Murphy, County Administrator 
 
County Administrator, Sheila Murphy, thanked employees, customers and visitors of County facilities for their 
ongoing efforts to wear masks and practice physical distancing.  Ms. Murphy also overviewed a package of federal 
funding that is in progress, which would potentially allocate approximately $6.9 million to McLeod County in two 
separate installations.  Ms. Murphy noted that the applications/uses of this funding are still not well-defined and 
are expected to have a longer time-frame than what the County has seen with previous funding in 2020 and 2021 
so far.   
 
5 AUDITOR-TREASURER – Connie M. Kurtzweg, Auditor-Treasurer 
 

A. Consider approval of $11,026.95 exclusion of parcel 07.008.0500 from County Ditch (CD) 15A Viewer’s 
Report of Redetermination as the land is tiled out of CD 15A.  

 
CD 15A revised land benefits would be $1,625,034.42, road authority benefits would remain at 
$205,214.03, for a revised total benefits of $1,830,248.45.  
 
Joe Jacobs, viewer of CD 15A Redetermination, was contacted by Bennett Louwagie about the CD 15A 
Viewer’s Report of Redetermination of Benefits as approved on December 08, 2020.  Mr. Louwagie had 
contacted Mr. Jacobs and asked to provide a watershed correction, as Mr. Louwagie’s land had been tiled 
out of CD 15A Viewer’s Report of Redetermination of Benefits. 
 
Parcel 07.008.0500 currently has net benefits of $11,026.95 on CD 15A.  For reference, on a $100,000.00 
expense, this parcel would currently pay $598.88. 
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CD 15A current land benefits are $1,636,061.37, and current road authority benefits are $205,214.03, for 
total benefits of $1,841,275.40. 

 
Nagel moved, Wright seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve a $11,026.95 exclusion of parcel 
07.008.0500 from County Ditch (CD) 15A Viewers Report of Redetermination as the land is tiled out of CD 15A. 
 

B. Consider approval of $140.00 rent per acre for 7.5 acres of property located north and west of the Health 
and Human Services building on Ford Avenue in Glencoe, Minnesota to Mark Ahlbrecht of Lester Prairie, 
effective Crop Year 2021 with rent due October 31, 2021.  
 
Mark Ahlbrecht has been renting property located north and west of the Health and Human Services 
building on Ford Avenue in Glencoe, Minnesota for eleven years from the County.  He owns and operates 
the land that is adjacent to the County property.  Mark has expressed interest to continue to rent the land 
in 2021, with the rent agreement effective November 01, 2020 to October 31, 2021.   
 
The County should be in contact with Mark next year this fall if/when alternative plans with this land 
materialize. 

 
Schmalz moved, Luthens seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the $140.00 rent per acre for 7.5 
acres of property located north and west of the Health and Human Services building on Ford Avenue in Glencoe, 
Minnesota to Mark Ahlbrecht of Lester Prairie, effective Crop Year 2021 with rent due October 31, 2021. 
 
6 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES – Marc Telecky, Director 
 

A. Consider denial of Conditional Use Permit request 21-03 by Brian Keenen, representing Impact Power 
Solutions (Roseville, Minnesota), for the Essential Services of electrical generation through solar panels of 
a 1-megawatt community solar garden array system to be known as “MN CSG 2019-19, LLC” on property 
owned by Thomas Horstmann.  
 
The community solar garden array system would be interconnected to an Xcel Energy sub-station for the 
purpose of distribution.  The lifetime of this solar garden, per the project submitted, is estimated at 35 
years.   
 
Soils are gently rolling tillable acreage with soils described as prime farmland per the McLeod County Soil 
Survey.  This prime farm land has a Minnesota Crop Productivity Index (CPI) ranging from 87-95, which 
indicates higher productive potential.  The applicant has negotiated an 8-acre land agreement with Mr. 
Horstmann.  The property is zoned “A” Agricultural and located in the NE ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 16 in 
Winsted Township.   
 
The Winsted Township Board recommended denial at their February 11, 2021 meeting.  The planning 
Advisory Commission unanimously recommended denial at their February 24, 2021 meeting due to the 
following finding of fact: 

(a) Prime Farmland 
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Mr. Telecky referenced emails/letters in reference to the application from Vicki Fasching on March 14, 2021 and 
Diane and Roger Thompson.  Ms. Fasching was not in support of the proposal and Mr. and Mrs. Thompson were 
objecting to the request. 
 
Commissioner Nagel asked Mr. Telecky what Winsted Township’s findings for denial were.  Mr. Telecky 
referenced an email from Tony Hausladen, Winsted Township Chairman, who listed the following 
findings/conditions for denial:  

• Decommissioning bond not at $25K or greater. 
• No information about signage.  Requesting signage at minimum 4’ x 6’ with the contact information in 

case of emergency to be visible at the access point. 
• No landscape plan/provisions in the plan.  Township recommends screening on the west, north and east 

side of the proposed area.   
• Stray voltage testing before/after construction at the expense of the solar farm. 
• Educational awareness training to be conducted with the local fire department(s) in case of emergency at 

the location. 
• All construction materials, equipment and vehicles to be placed/parked on construction site only (nothing 

on adjacent roadway). 
• Any lighting on the property to be directed away from adjacent roadways/properties. 
• Identification and maintaining for all existing tiling and drainage on the site. 
• Request for a post construction meeting between the solar farm, the township, and the county to confirm 

all CUP items have been covered and are addressed. 
Mr. Telecky noted that most of the above referenced items would typically be addressed as conditions if the 
Planning Commission were to recommend approval of the application.  Because the recommendation was for 
denial, the conditions did not get brought forth from the Planning Commission. 
 
Commissioner Schmalz asked Mr. Keenan for information of reclamation costs per panel.  Mr. Keenan noted that 
their plan would be to first re-use the panels, noting that at the end of 25 years, the panels still function at 
approximately 80 percent capacity.  He noted that the per panel recycling cost are currently high, but noted that 
they anticipate recycling costs to decrease in coming years as demand increases.  If the panels cannot be re-used 
or re-sold, they would then be recycled.   Chair Krueger asked if the recycling facility used to recycle the panels 
was located in Arizona.  Mr. Keenan replied that there are recyclers in the Twin Cities that would recycle the 
panels.  Mr. Telecky referenced a bonding of approximately $40/panel for solar projects in the County.  
 
Commissioner Luthens, in his capacity as a member of the Joint Planning Commission, noted that the Planning 
Commission toured the location and determined it is Prime Farmland and that the proposed site appears to be 
in the middle of/interrupting the field.   
 
Mr. Keenan addressed the concerns of Prime Farmland, acknowledging it is an asset to maintain, but referenced 
the County’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan document, used to reference the preservation of Prime Farmland, 
was created in 1991 and at that time, solar development was not as much of a topic as it is today.  Mr. Keenan 
felt that the Comprehensive Land Use Plan document seemingly intends to protect agricultural/prime farmland 
from housing or building developments, which are more permanent changes to land unlike a temporary solar 
project.  Mr. Keenan feels that with using best practices, the proposed site can return to farmland at the end of 
its use as a solar capacity. 
 
Michael Junge, County Attorney, updated the Board on the status of ongoing appeals of Solar Farm applications 
to McLeod County at the State level.  In the first appeal (US Solar), Mr. Junge stated that briefs have been 
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submitted with oral arguments planned to take place on April 22, 2021 and an opinion anticipated within 90 days 
following oral arguments. 
 
Commissioner Wright noted that looking at the aerial photo of the proposed site, the location appears to be off 
to the side a little and noted the importance of prime farmland at the County and State level.  He also mentioned 
the more temporary status of a solar farm as opposed to a permanent parking lot or building construction and 
stated that he would like to see other items in consideration for denial than solely preservation of prime farmland. 
 
Doug Fasching, land owner near the subject property, addressed the Board.  Mr. Fasching expressed concerns 
that after 25 years of being used as a solar farm, there is not a guarantee that the farmland will be “as good” as 
it is today.  He stated that ten acres (as proposed) taken out of crop productivity for 25 years needs to be looked 
at as if it is taking 250 acres out of crop production.  Mr. Fasching stressed the importance of preserving prime 
farmland and food production; noting that solar farms can be placed elsewhere.  Mr. Fasching also referenced 
concerns of stray voltage and radiation as well as soil compaction during construction. 
 
Chair Krueger asked Mr. Keenan to provide information on how sites are selected for solar farms.  Mr. Keenan 
referenced an Xcel map of McLeod County showing two locations where Xcel service territories are located and 
therefore where the solar projects needed to be located.  The map also showed “red lines” where the service in 
those areas is full already, leaving two “small pockets” of viable project locations in Plato and in Winsted.  Mr. 
Keenan also addressed the concern of farmland preservation, referencing the County’s Land Use Plan’s language 
that the agricultural economy is important; he estimated that the dollars generated from a solar farm would be 
“four-five times better” than dollars generated from more traditional crops, which is beneficial to the farm 
families that are partnering with solar companies for these projects.  Mr. Keenan also referenced a state of 
Minnesota study by CERTS (Clean Energy Research Teams) that showed Minnesota currently having 17 million 
acres of farmland, 258 thousand of which is currently designated as Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) along 
with the State’s goal of 10 gigawatts of solar energy, of which Minnesota is currently at approximately one 
gigawatt of solar energy.  The CERTS study showed that if Minnesota were to achieve 10 gigawatts of solar energy, 
it would result in approximately 0.4 percent of farmland being utilized for this purpose.  Mr. Keenan requested a 
fair allowance of the land, referencing an adjacent 275 acres of farmland used for Winstock, where land farmland 
is utilized for a use other than agriculture each summer as well as approximately 9.5 acres of farmland nearby 
that holds the County’s Highway Shop. 
 
Commissioner Schmalz asked Mr. Keenan for information on the power generated by the solar farm and how it 
would be used.  Mr. Keenan said that the power goes directly to the Xcel grid. 
 
Commissioner Wright inquired about proposed fencing and screening.  Mr. Keenan noted that these plans would 
be developed during the civil plan part of the project, taking into consideration feedback during the approval 
process and thought screening plans would address visual and safety concerns. 
 
Krueger moved, Luthens seconded and motion carried 4-1 to deny Conditional Use Permit request 21-03 by Brian 
Keenen, representing Impact Power Solutions (Roseville, Minnesota), for the Essential Services of electrical 
generation through solar panels of a 1-megawatt community solar garden array system to be known as “MN CSG 
2019-19, LLC” on property owned by Thomas Horstmann.  Roll Call: Luthens – yes; Wright – no; Krueger – yes; Nagel 
– yes; Schmalz – yes. 
 
 
7 PUBLIC WORKS – John Brunkhorst, Director 
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A. Consider authorizing Engineer to proceed with letting dates for the following projects: 

a. County Project (CP) 21-000-01, countywide pavement marking 
b. CP 21-000-02, countywide seal coating 
c. State Project (SP) 43-070-015, countywide federal Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) 

six-inch edgeline striping 
 

These are the projects programmed for 2021, there will be additional projects requested at a later date. 
 
Schmalz moved, Nagel seconded and motion carried unanimously to authorize Engineer to proceed with letting 
dates for the following projects: (a) CP 21-000-01, countywide pavement marking; (b) CP 21-000-02, countywide 
seal coating; (c) SP 43-070-015, countywide federal Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) six-inch edgeline 
striping. 

 
B. Consider approval of quote from Luedtke Contracting (Hutchinson, Minnesota) for demolition of the Kitty 

Kastle foundation for a fee of $4,500.00 with funds from the Fairgrounds Capital Repairs budget (25-117).  
 
Public Works also received additional quotes from R&R Excavating (Hutchinson, Minnesota) for $9,617.00, 
Juul Contracting (Hutchinson, Minnesota) for $11,990.00 and Hjerpe Contracting (Hutchinson, 
Minnesota) for $12,950.00. 
 
Long range planning efforts completed by the McLeod County Fairgrounds Commission has determined 
that the Heart of Minnesota Animal Shelter “Kitty Kastle” located at the Fairgrounds no longer meets the 
long-term goals for the Fairgrounds. 
 
Quotes were solicited for the demolition of the Kitty Kastle foundation.  Four quotes were received. 

 
Nagel moved, Luthens seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the quote from Luedtke Contracting 
(Hutchinson, Minnesota) for demolition of the Kitty Kastle foundation for a fee of $4,500.00 with funds from the 
Fairgrounds Capital Repairs budget (25-117). 

 
C. Consider approval of a letter of support for the US Highway 212 Rural Freight Mobility and Safety Project 

for consideration of federal financial assistance under US Department of Transportation (DOT) 
Discretionary Grant Programs.  
 
Carver County has been working diligently with MnDOT and the SW Corridor Transportation Coalition 
(SWCTC) to address the five-mile gap on US 212 between Norwood Young America and Cologne.  The 
$68,000,000.00 project has a current gap of $46,800,000.00. Carver County has been applying for Federal 
Department of Transportation (DOT) discretionary grants to help fund the remaining gap.  The SWCTC is 
asking for letters of support from cities, counties and businesses along the corridor. 

 
Nagel moved, Schmalz seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve a letter of support for the US Highway 
212 Rural Freight Mobility and Safety Project for consideration of federal financial assistance under US Department 
of Transportation (DOT) Discretionary Grant Programs. 
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D. Consider approval of Appendix C, County Provision of Agricultural Inspection, to the McLeod Soil and 
Water Conservation District (SWCD)/McLeod County Joint Powers Agreement previously approved on 
June 20, 2017.  

 
Nagel moved, Schmalz seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve Appendix C, County Provision of 
Agricultural Inspection, to the McLeod Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)/McLeod County Joint Powers 
Agreement previously approved on June 20, 2017. 
 

Consider appointment of Ryan Freitag as County Agricultural Inspector.  
 
John Brunkhorst, Public Works Director, also requested the Board consider appointing Adam Leske as the 
Assistant County Agricultural Inspector. 
 
Wright moved, Nagel seconded and motion carried unanimously to appoint Ryan Freitag as County Agricultural 
Inspector and Adam Leske as the Assistant County Agricultural Inspector. 

 
McLeod County and SWCD have been in conversation regarding Agricultural (Weed) Inspector duties 
following the retirement of the former inspector.  SWCD has agreed to take on those Statutory duties.  
McLeod County will reimburse SWCD for wages, vehicle usage, and miscellaneous items related to 
performing the duties.   
 
The SWCD has discussed this and is in favor of it.  They will approve the agreement following County Board 
approval. 

 
8 EMPLOYEE RELATIONS – Hannah Tjoflat, Director 
 

A. Consider approval of the Evaluation Committee and Personnel Committee recommended grade 
assignment for the Environmental Services – Environmentalist I position, grade 160.  
 
This is a revised role (formerly Household Hazardous Waste Technician) that includes more responsibilities 
regarding feedlots/Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems Program (SSTS), and the ability to assist the 
current Environmentalist II. 

 
Wright moved, Krueger seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Evaluation Committee and 
Personnel Committee recommended grade assignment for the Environmental Services – Environmentalist I 
position, grade 160. 
 

B. Consider approval of the Evaluation Committee and Personnel Committee recommended grade 
assignment for the Public Works – Parks and Recreation Technical Specialist, grade 130.  
 
This is a revised role (formerly Technical Specialist III) due to the reorganization of the Parks and 
Recreation team. 

 
Nagel moved, Wright seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Evaluation Committee and 
Personnel Committee recommended grade assignment for the Public Works – Parks and Recreation Technical 
Specialist, grade 130. 
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C. Consider approval of the Evaluation Committee and Personnel Committee recommended grade increase 
for the Health and Human Services Eligibility Worker position, grade 150.  
 
This position is currently a grade 140.  The evaluation of the position was requested by the Health and 
Human Services Director due to retention and recruitment issues for this position. 

 
Nagel moved, Krueger seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Evaluation Committee and 
Personnel Committee recommended grade increase for the Health and Human Services Eligibility Worker position, 
grade 150. 

 
D. Consider approval of the Evaluation Committee and Personnel Committee recommended grade 

assignment for the Public Works – Extension Technical Specialist, grade 130.  
 
This is a revised role (formerly Technical Specialist I) due to the reorganization of the Parks and Recreation 
team. 

 
Wright moved, Schmalz seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Evaluation Committee and 
Personnel Committee recommended grade assignment for the Public Works – Extension Technical Specialists, 
grade 130. 

 
E. Consider approval of the Evaluation Committee and Personnel Committee recommended grade 

assignment for the Social Services Supervisor (Child Protection Specialist/Child Welfare Case Management 
and Permanency), grade 200.  
 
This is a new job description due to the addition of a Social Services Supervisor. 

 
Nagel moved, Krueger seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Evaluation Committee and 
Personnel Committee recommended grade assignment for the Social Services Supervisor (Child Protection 
Specialist/Child Welfare Case Management and Permanency), grade 200. 

 
F. Consider approval of the Evaluation Committee and Personnel Committee recommended grade 

assignment for the Social Services Supervisor (Child Protection Specialist/Child Welfare Intake, 
Investigations/Assessments, CFC and FCC Licensing), grade 200.  
 
This is a new job description due to the addition of a Social Services Supervisor. 

 
Nagel moved, Wright seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Evaluation Committee and 
Personnel Committee recommended grade assignment for the Social Services Supervisor (Child Protection 
Specialist/Child Welfare Intake, Investigations/Assessments, CFC and FCC Licensing), grade 200. 
 
9 COUNTY ATTORNEY – Michael Junge, County Attorney 
 

A. Consider approval of the Agreement to Mediate, submitted by James A. Yarosh – Mediator. 
 
The County of McLeod and John B. Schultz and Sheryl Schultz are parties to the eminent domain action in 
Court File No. 43-CB-20-1564 and have been ordered by the District Court to seek resolve and controversy 
through mediation.   
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Wright moved, Nagel seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Agreement to Mediate, submitted 
by James A. Yarosh – Mediator. 

 
10 COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 
 
Commissioners reviewed their calendars and meetings attended since March 02, 2021. 
 

A. Consider approval to close the McLeod Sibley Trailblazer Health Insurance Self-Funded Account.  
 
The funds available in the account as of February 28, 2021 were $115,392.47.  The distribution of these 
funds is based on percentages.  McLeod County will receive 52.93 percent (approximately $61,077.23), 
Sibley County will receive 34.66 percent (approximately $39,995.03), and Trailblazer Transit will receive 
12.41 percent (approximately $14,320.21. 
 
If any unresolved 2019 insurance claims would be submitted after closing this account, the bills would be 
paid by McLeod County, Sibley County and Trailblazer Transit at the percentages listed above. 
 
Also, any remaining interest as of the closing date will be distributed at the percentages listed above. 

 
Nagel moved, Schmalz seconded and motion carried unanimously to close the McLeod Sibley Trailblazer Health 
Insurance Self-Funded Account. 

 
B. Consider approval of Temporary Construction Easement Agreement between McLeod County and the 

City of Glencoe to grant a Temporary Construction Easement running over, under, along and across 
property owned by McLeod County to expire December 01, 2021.  
 
The easement is to be on the south 6 feet of the west 25 feet of the east 35.25 feet of Lot 1, Block 29, 
TOWN OF GLENCOE and also the west 3 feet of the south 14 feet of Lot 4, Block 28, TOWN OF GLENCOE. 
 
The City would be obligated to restore the property to its preconstruction (or better) state at no cost to 
the County. 

 
Nagel moved, Schmalz seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Temporary Construction 
Easement Agreement between McLeod County and the City of Glencoe to grant a Temporary Construction 
Easement running over, under, along and across property owned by McLeod County to expire December 01, 2021. 

 
C. Consider renaming the former County Boardroom at the McLeod County Courthouse to McLeod County 

Emergency Operations Center (EOC).  
 
Nagel moved, Luthens seconded and motion carried unanimously to rename the former County Boardroom at the 
McLeod County Courthouse to McLeod County emergency Operations Center (EOC). 

 
D. Notification of Minnesota Rural Counties (MRC) 2021 Legislative Priorities. 

 
The MRC 2021 Legislative Priorities are detailed in the Board Packet. 
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E. Notification of Minnesota Rural Counties (MRC) position on Minnesota Clean Car Policy: 
 
MRC supports legislative review of any and all issues of consequence that would bring harm to the culture 
and / or economy of rural counties. Further, MRC opposes the attempt by the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA) to adopt the MN Clean Car rule without consulting the legislature and encourages the 
Walz administration to withdraw the proposed rule and submit the issue to legislative review. 
 

F. Notification of McLeod Drainage Authority Public Hearing on the Engineer’s Repair Report on County Ditch 
63.  The Drainage Authority will hear public comment on the acceptance of the repair report at the 
McLeod County Government Center, Martin McLeod Board Room, 520 Chandler Avenue N, Glencoe, 
Minnesota on Wednesday, March 17, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. 

 
G. Notification of Sibley-McLeod Joint Drainage Authority Informational Landowners Meeting on the 

Redetermination of Benefits of Joint Ditches JD 18 SMc, JD 17 McS, JD 32 SMc and Sibley County Ditch 65.  
There will be a presentation by the viewers in the Sibley County Courthouse, Basement Meeting Room, 
400 Court Avenue, Gaylord, Minnesota on Thursday, March 18, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 
 

H. Notification of Highway Workshop to be held March 19, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. at the Fairgrounds Commercial 
Building Meeting Room, 840 Century Avenue SW, Hutchinson, Minnesota. 
 

I. Notification of Sibley-Renville-McLeod Joint Drainage Authority Public Hearing on the Redetermination of 
Benefits of Joint Ditch JD 24 SRMc.  The Joint Drainage Authority will hear public comment on the 
acceptance of the redetermination of benefits in the Sibley County Courthouse, Basement Meeting Room, 
400 Court Avenue, Gaylord, Minnesota on Friday, March 26, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.   
 

J. Notification of McLeod Drainage Authority Public Meeting on Repair Projects on County Ditch 64.  The 
Drainage Authority will hear public comment on the current ditch status and needed repairs at the 
McLeod County Government Center, Martin McLeod Board Room, 520 Chandler Avenue N, Glencoe, 
Minnesota on Monday, March 29, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

K. Notification of Sibley-McLeod Joint Drainage Authority Public Hearing on the Redetermination of Benefits 
of Joint Ditches JD 18 SMc, JD 17 McS, JD 32 SMc and Sibley County Ditch 65.  The Joint Drainage Authority 
will hear public comment on the acceptance of the redetermination of benefits and discuss and consider 
refunding the JD 17 SMc outlet fees in the Sibley County Courthouse, Basement Meeting Room, 400 Court 
Avenue, Gaylord, Minnesota on Wednesday, March 31, 2021 at 1:30 p.m.   
 

L. Notification of Board Workshop to be held following the Board Meeting on April 06, 2021 at the McLeod 
County Government Center, 520 Chandler Avenue North, Glencoe, Minnesota. 
 
 

CLOSED MEETING 
 
Nagel moved, Wright seconded and motion carried unanimously to close the meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Board Chair Krueger noted that action after the closed meeting is not anticipated. 
 

A. Department of Corrections Inspection Report for McLeod County Jail. 






